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tradition, and there is a store of country scenes and customs
in his original mixture of fancy and actual fact. His heart
could expand, too, from that more obvious pride in the ad-
venturers who "by their power made the Devon shore Mock
the proud Tagus". His county becomes all England in the

apostrophe:                         ,              11,

r                              thou blessed plot

Whose equal all the world afibrdcth not!

Show me who can so many crystal rills,

Such sweet-clothed valleys or aspiring hills,

Such wood-ground, pastures, quarries, wealthy mines,

Such rocks in whom the diamond fairly shines.

If the shape and movement of Browne's verses at times may
seem awkward to our sense, it should chasten us to recall how
high he stood in the regard of such nobility as his friends
Wither, who named him "the singer of the Western Main**,
and Dray ton, whose lovely lines in praise of the Pastorals could
be envied by any poet, however eminent. Nathaniel Car-
penter, in his eloquent Geography^ praising famous men, en-
treated Browne, who had "already honoured his countrie in
his elegant and sweet Pastorals", further to grace it by draw-
ing out the line of his poetic ancestors. We must regret that the
appeal was disregarded, or that the work is lost.

The ramifications of inquiry concerning these laureates of
Devon are endless. It may be merely sensitiveness to one of
the signal dates in history, and without importance, but there
does seem to the fancy terrific if unnameable significance in
the dedication by Browne of his second book of Pastorals to
William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke, in the year of Shake-
speare's death. And the loving-cup continues its eternal round.
It passes to Milton. A copy of Browne's poems with annota-
tions by Milton is preserved; and the effect of the Tavistock
poet is clearly traceable in Comus and Lycidas. It is a cheering
and all but sure guess that Browne was in Herrick's company
at the "Triple Tun" under the chairmanship of Benjonson.
Herrick, fervid disciple of Jonson, was a Devon man peirforcei
He submitted to adoption and looked askance at his